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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR DUNSTAN, LAUNCHING "TOURIST 
DEVELOPMENT WEEK". ADELAIDE. 17.9.73 
MY MINISTERIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY COLLEAGUES, LADIES & GENTLEMEN; 
I CANNOT THINK OF A MORE APPROPRIATE, OR SUMPTUOUS, 
PLACE IN WHICH TO LAUNCH TOURIST DEVELOPMENT WEEK THIS YEAR 
WITH ITS THEME OF "AUSTRALIA'S HISTORIC HERITAGE" THAN IN THIS 
FINE PUBLIC HALL. 
WE ARE IN A BUILDING WORTHY OF VENICE OR FLORENCE BUT 
WHICH IS A UNIQUE PART OF OUR HERITAGE, NOW PRESERVED IN 
PERPETUITY FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIANS AND VISITORS TO OUR STATE. 
I AM DELIGHTED THAT THIS THEME HAS BEEN SELECTED FOR 
PROMOTION THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA THIS WEEK SINCE IT REFLECTS A 
VERY IMPORTANT PART OF WHAT WE ARE DOING IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA TO 
STIMULATE TOURISM. 
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AND THIS IS PROBABLY THE FIRST YEAR IN WHICH THIS THEME 
COULD HAVE BEEN SELECTED TO SELL AUSTRALIAN HOLIDAYS WITHOUT 
PROVOKING DERISION OR DISBELIEF. 
IT IS ONLY VERY RECENTLY THAT WE'VE DISCOVERED THAT WE 
HAVE A PAST TO PRESERVE. IT USED TO BE ASSUMED THAT THIS WAS A 
COUNTRY WITHOUT A HISTORY. NOW IT IS REALISED THAT OUR PAST IS 
RICH AND ENTHRALLING AND OF A KIND WHICH IS A VERY POSITIVE 
ATTRACTION TO A VISITOR. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA IS PARTICULARLY WELL ENDOWED IN THIS 
RESPECT WITH THE LEGACY OF THREE ERAS OF THE AUSTRALIAN STORY 
WHICH CAN BE PRESENTED IN WAYS WHICH WILL FASCINATE A TOURIST. 
THESE ARE THE PREHISTORIC, THE ABORIGINAL AND THE COLONIAL. 
MY GOVERNMENT IS INTIMATELY CONCERNED WITH THE PROTECTION AND 
PRESERVATION OF ALL THREE. 
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AT NARACOORTE WE HAVE ONE OF THE MOST REMARKABLE AND 
EXCITING- CAVE FOSSIL TOMBS IN THE WORLD. THE EXTRAORDINARY 
SEA OF PREHISTORIC BONES FOUND IN THE VICTORIA CAVE IS A DISCOVERY 
OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO SCIENCE AND TO TOURISM. 
I BELIEVE THATj CAREFULLY WORKED AND DISPLAYED, THE 
FIND THERE CAN NOT ONLY MAKE A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF PREHISTORY BUT THAT IT ALONE COULD PUT SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA ON THE WORLD TOURIST MAP LEAVING ASIDE OUR MANY OTHER 
ATTRACTIONS. 
SIMILARLY WE HAVE IN THE LIVING TRADITIONS, SACRED SITES, 
ART AND ARTEFACTS OF ABORIGINAL CULTURE A REMINDER THAT THE 
EUROPEAN IS AT LEAST THE SECOND COMPLEX SOCIETY TO LIVE ON THIS 
LAND. 
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THESE ARE PRECIOUS, IRREPLACEABLE POSSESSIONS WHICH WE 
MUST PROTECT AS PART OF OUR HISTORY AND THAT OF MANKIND. THEY 
ARE ALSO PART OF A HERITAGE WHICH IS UNIQUELY AUSTRALIA, AND OF 
ENROMOUS - CONTINUING INTEREST TO TOURISTS. 
IN DRAWING ON ABORIGINAL CULTURE FOR TOURISM PROMOTION 
WE HAVE, HOWEVER, TO BE EXTREMELY CAREFUL. IT IS, I BELIEVE, 
A LEGITIMATE OPERATION BUT ONE WHICH REQUIRES GREAT 
SENSITIVITY BY THOSE RESPONSIBLE. THE FIRST CONSIDERATION MUST 
BE THAT THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE THEMSELVES OBTAIN THE BENEFITS 
FROM IT. THE SECOND IS THAT THE USE OF ABORIGINAL CULTURE IN 
TOURISM PROMOTION MUST HELP TO PRESERVE AND STRENGTHEN IT 
RATHER THAN COARSEN AND CHEAPEN IT AS, SADLY, HAS HAPPENED 
ELSEWHERE. THE THIRD IS THAT THE WISHES AND TRADITIONS OF THE 
ABORIGINAL PEOPLE SHOULD OVER-RIDE ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, 
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FOR INSTANCE A SACRED SITE OF ENDURING RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE 
TO ABORIGINES SHOULD, IF THEY WISH IT, BE PROTECTED AS SUCH 
AND TOURISTS ACTUALLY DISCOURAGED FROM IT INSTEAD OF DRIVEN 
IN COACHLOADS TO WRECK IT. 
WE BELIEVE THAT THESE CONCERNS CAN BE RECONCILED WITH 
PROMOTION TO PROVIDE AN EXPERIENCE THAT TOURISTS WILL ENJOY 
AND WANT TO REPEAT. 
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA WE INTEND TO DO THIS THROUGH THE 
PROPOSED ABORIGINAL CULTURAL CENTRE AT WELLINGTON. THIS WILL 
HAVE AUSTRALIA'S GREATEST COLLECTION OF ABORIGINAL CULTURE AND 
HISTORY. ABORIGINES WILL OPERATE IT AND GET THE REWARDS, AND IT 
WILL BE A PLACE OF WHICH BOTH BLACK AND WHITE AUSTRALIANS CAN 
BE PROUD. 
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PLANNING FOR THE CENTRE IS WELL UNDERWAY AND THE COMMONWEALTH 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT STUDYING OUR PROPOSAL IN DETAIL TO SEE WHAT 
LEVEL OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT COULD BE PROVIDED FROM CANBERRA. 
THE THIRD PHASE OF AUSTRALIA'S HERITAGE WHICH TOURISTS 
WANT TO SEE AND SAMPLE IS THE COLONIAL PERIOD - AGAIN VERY 
WELL REPRESENTED HERE. 
EVEN GIVEN OUR READINESS AS A NATION TO NEGLECT OR 
WRECK OUR OLD BUILDINGS IT IS REMARKABLE HOW MUCH SURVIVES. 
BUT WE HAVE PERHAPS COME TO APPRECIATE ONLY IN THE NICK OF 
TIME THAT AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTURE IS DISTINCTIVE AND THAT 
THERE IS IN OUR CITIES MUCH THAT IS CHARMING AND GRACEFUL 
WHICH MUCH BE KEPT. EDMUND WRIGHT HOUSE IS, OF COURSE, 
ITSELF NOT ONLY A MONUMENT TO THE SUPERB TASTE AND FINE SELF-
CONFIDENCE OF OUR FOUNDERS BUT A REMINDER THAT IT CAN VERY 
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EASILY BE DESTROYED IF WE ARE NOT VIGILANT. THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE THE MAXIMUM EFFORT TO ENSURE 
THAT BUILDINGS OF THIS QUALITY AND IMPORTANCE ARE SAVED FROM 
THE WRECKER'S HAMMER. 
WE THINK IT IMPORTANT TOO, THAT THEY SHOULD BE KEPT 
NOT AS COLD MUSEUMS FOR AN ELITIST FEW TO CONTEMPLATE BUT AS 
PLACES FOR ALL CITIZENS TO ENJOY. AFTER ALL, IT'S THEIR TAXES 
WHICH ARE PAYING FOR THEM. THIS IS WHY THE PRESERVATION OF 
BUILDINGS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS ONE AND OF AYERS HOUSE HAS 
BEEN INTEGRATED WITH OUR TOTAL TOURIST DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 
THERE ARE IMPERATIVE SOCIAL AND AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS WHY 
SUCH PLACES, AND OTHERS LIKE THEM SHOULD BE SAVED. 
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BUT I BELIEVE THAT IN BEING RECREATED AS ATTRACTIVE PLACES TO 
USE AS WELL AS LOOK AT WE ARE RESTORING IN THE PROPER SENSE 
AND PROVIDING A BOOST TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S ECONOMY AS WELL 
THROUGH THE EXPANDING TOURIST INDUSTRY. IT WAS THIS CONCERN 
WITH THE LIVING ASPECT OF THE PAST, AS WELL AS OUR 
APPRECIATION OF THE SUCCESS OF SIMILAR VENTURES ELSEWHERE, 
THAT LED TO OUR ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT FOR THE LOXTON DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL VILLAGE AND THE PURCHASE OF THE PADDLE STEAMER 
"INDUSTRY" AND ITS PRESENTATION TO THE RENMARK CORPORATION FOR 
USE AS A MUSEUM. BUT IN DEVELOPING SUCH FACILITIES I BELIEVE 
WE MUST ENSURE THAT ENTHUSIASM IS NOT ALLOWED TO REPLACE ABILITY. 
FOR INSTANCE THERE'S OFTEN VERY GREAT, AND VERY 
COMMENDABLE, LOCAL SUPPORT FOR A FOLK MUSEUM AS A TOURIST 
ATTRACTION. 
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A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OP HARD WORK IS PUT IN BY SOME VERY 
SELFLESS PEOPLE BUT THE RESULT IS OFTEN A HAPHAZARD COLLECTION 
OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE OR RELEVANCE TO THE HISTORY OF THE AREA 
AND WHICH HAS LITTLE PROSPECT OF ATTRACTING VISITORS. WE DON'T 
WANT TO STIFLE LOCAL ENTHUSIASM, FAR FROM IT. BUT WE ARE 
ANXIOUS TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT TO SEE THAT THE 
MAXIMUM BENEFITS ARE GAINED. FOR THIS REASON THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS APPROVED A NEW SERVICE UNDER WHICH OFFICERS OF THE 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM WILL GIVE ADVICE TO COUNTRY MUSEUMS 
ON THE SELECTION AND DISPLAY OF EXHIBITS. 
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WE HAVE HERE A PAST OF WHICH WE CAN BE PROUD AND WHICH 
WE CAN DRAW ON AND DEVELOP IN A WAY WHICH WILL GENERATE 
LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF JOBS AND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS AND WHICH 
WILL GIVE A MEMORABLE HOLIDAY TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE FROM 
WITHIN AND OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA. FOR THESE REASONS I THINK THE 
CHOICE OF SLOGAN "DISCOVER YESTERDAY TODAY" FOR THIS 
PROMOTION WILL PROVE A REAL WINNER FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
TOURISM. I HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN FORMALLY DECLARING 
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT WEEK UNDERWAY. 
THANK YOU. 
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